CORONATION    MARCH
danger. Pierre de Versailles, one of the principal exam-
iners at Poitiers, observing how men crowded to kiss her
hands and feet when she went in and out of Loches
Castle, had gravely warned her not to suffer that species
of adoration lest she lead people into idolatry. Joan,
very obviously troubled, said, uln truth I don't see how
I can keep from it if God doesn't keep me from it."
There is no doubt that she did try and was extra-
ordinarily successful in keeping her own head from being
turned; but there is also no doubt that something was
happening inside her which was to be revealed when
she had to account for herself to men who were not
impressed by her successes and felt for her anything but
idolatry.
Golden crowns and aureoles were seen over her head,
white butterflies round her banner. Medals were struck
in her name and worn by the populace to ward off evil
as if she had already been dead and canonized. It was
charged, with what truth we cannot say, that her images
were hung over altars; if so, none of them are left. She
was said to be able to read children's futures by dropping
consecrated wax on their heads, an act not only of witch-
craft but of sacrilege. Whenever she was accessible
mothers tried to get her to sponsor their new-born infants
at the baptismal font: this was in itself normal enough,
and Joan thought herself the ordinary godmother who
did her duty by naming a boy Charles for the king and
a girl Joan for herself, but the people had different ideas,
and soon it would be said that she could bring back an
unbaptized infant from death by sprinkling holy water
over it. It was said that "those who mock at her will
surely fall dead," on the basis of the Chinon story, but
it also began to be believed that she was personally
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